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warfare. Even during the " phoney " war period from
September to May, the wealthy French continued to
live in much the same way as before. When the war
came to the gates of Paris, the French feeling for property
prevailed over their desire to win. They had not had
the training that Germans and Italians had had. Pros-
perity had undermined their capacity for taking risks.
They wanted to save their property, save the buildings
of Paris that were dear to them, save the beauty of
France, a beauty which they did not appear to consider
meaningless once it was overrun by the Germans. They
did not stop to thinfc that if and when the time comes
for Paris to be retaken the Germans are not likely to
surrender it without fighting desperately from house to
house, in the same way as they would have defended
Berlin if the Allies had laid siege to it.
The Germans bombed villages, refugees and lines of
communications but they seldom bombed big industrial
plant, which they could easily have done. This may
have been because they wanted to use the plant for
armaments manufacture against England once France
had been defeated. They may also have realized that
the big industrialists would use their influence in favour
of coming to terms when the French armies began to
suffer defeat, hoping that they would have some say in
the management of their factories aad be able to con-
tinue to draw some of the profits, even if they fell into
German hands, I do not believe that disorganization
was the only reason, for the failure to blow up much of
die industrial plant ahead of the German advance.